
Upgrading to Windward
From Nintex



Saving Time & Money

Crea te Templa tes  in 
MS W ord

• You s till crea te  your 

templa tes  in MS W ord

• W indw a rd a lso supports  

templa te  crea tion in Excel 

a nd Pow erpoint

Benefits

• Selecting fie lds  becomes  trivia l

• No defining da ta  re la tionships  – it’s  jus t there

• Adding new  functiona lity, like  dra g & drop

• Sa ving you time. A lot of time.

• Ma king the  des ign process  plea sa nt

Big  W ins

• The W indw a rd Des igner
-Ea s ily specify a ny fie ld

-No need to define  da ta  re la tionships
-Dra g & Drop Docle ts

-Query W iza rds

• Pow erful fie ld ta gging



The Windward Designer 
Microsoft Office  Add-in

W indw a rd is  built a round a n a dd-in to help you pla ce & 
edit the fields  (ta gs  in W indw a rd nomencla ture) in the 
templa te.

The Windward Designer makes adding and revising tags a 
breeze because it works on the tag in the template. And 
while helping to write each tag, it can do so in the context 
of where the tag is in the template.

You no longer have to search & copy field names from 
your browser.

Control tags can be hidden or revealed immediately with a 
click.



Easily Select Any Field

• Select the field  you des ire right in Office

• Structured in a  tree to ma ke it ea sy to find a ny field

• And inline sea rch for further help

• Forma t da te & number fields  us ing Excel pa tterns



Eliminating Data Relationships

• Elimina te the concept of ma pping fields

• Everything is  in the templa te including the query to 

the da ta sources

• Elimina tes  the need to ha ve DBAs crea ting 

rela tionships . 

• No more going to the da ta  rela tionships  ea ch time 

you need a nother field .



Drag and Drop Doclets

One (or severa l) users  ca n crea te content for a  templa te tha t a re sa ved off. Then they or other users  ca n dra g those 
sa ved doclets to drop onto a  templa te. This  provides  templa te des igners  a  w a y to crea te very complex templa tes  
ea s ily by dra gging the needed components . It  a lso elimina tes  repetitive ta sks . (In W indw a rd these a re ca lled PODs.)

AKA “PODs”

• Any pa rt of a  templa te you ca n select ca n be sa ved a s  a  POD

• The POD is  linked so a ny cha nge to the POD is  immedia tely reflected in the templa te a nd in a ny genera ted 

documents .

• W hen dropping a  POD, the full s tyle & forma tting is  inserted

• PODs ca n ea s ily be sha red a mong users

• PODs ca n include ta gs  of a ny complexity



Query Wizards

• Your mos t common a ctivity crea ting templa tes  is  w riting the queries  to select the da ta .

• W ith query w iza rds , bus iness  users  ca n w rite  the query to pull da ta .

• Dis tinct w iza rds  for JSON, Oda ta , Sa les force, SQL, & XML.

• User selects  da ta  in the moment—tha t’s  giga ntic!

• No more errors  due to typos .

• Ea sy to find/get the da ta  you w a nt - MORE IMPORTANTLY the Des igner unders ta nds  the da ta  a nd then uses  it  
a ppropria tely.



Powerful Field Functionality

• Pla ce repea t (itera tion) a nd conditiona l (if) ta gs  a round a ny content.

• Cha rts  do not require a  ba cking w orksheet of da ta

• Ta gs  support a  pow erful eva lua tion synta x (s imila r to Excel)

• Over 50 ma cros  a nd you ca n a dd your ow n cus tom ma cros

• Displa y numbers  & da tes  us ing Excel pa tterns  (like “mm-dd-yyyy”)

• Importing pictures  is  jus t specifying the field

• Imported child  templa tes  a re live – their fields  a re processed



Document Automation

• This  is  a ll provided by W indw a rd’s integra tion w ith Pow er Pla tform

• Scheduling

• Triggering document genera tion from da ta source a ctivity

• Routing genera ted pa cka ges

• Forms (interview s) to collect da ta

• W ith Pow erPla tform you ga in

• Using Microsoft’s  indus try s ta nda rd

• Ca n connect W indw a rd to other a pplica tions  to ma ke document a utoma tion pa rt of la rger processes



What Goes Away

Defining data 
relationships

Everything is  in the  templa te

Writing fields by hand



Nintex Only Features

Fillable PDFs

Hawkeye

Use Web and/or Mac versions of Office for templates

• Windward requires templates in DOCX 
(along with XLSX & PPTX).



Windward Only Features
PODs – drag & drop doclets

• From multiple datasources

Query data directly in the template

Output to over 20 file formats

• And the tags in them are processed

Imported child templates

Formulas

Document Locking

Process Embedded Office Objects

• Import files using any protocol

Access Providers

• Including standard & custom macros

• Carries Word & Excel locking to output

• Process tags in embedded OpenXML objects

• Including direct to printers



Reasons to 
NOT UPGRADE

● Your Nintex sys tem is  running fine

● No new  templa tes  to crea te

● No templa tes  to revise

● You need PDF templa tes



Reasons to 
UPGRADE
● You need fa s ter turn-a round

● You w a nt to empow er bus iness  users  to fully 
des ign templa tes

● You need to a ccess  multiple da ta sources in a  
templa te

● You need to reduce time progra mmers  spend on 
reports

● You need to elimina te code cha nges  w hen 
documents  need a dditiona l da ta  (or you jus t 
w a nt to elimina te da ta  rela tionships  a ll 
together)



Steps to Upgrade

• Run W indw a rd’s templa te  convertor.

• Address  a ny issues  the  convertor lis ts .
(note : converter in a lpha , conta ct W indw a rd for de ta ils)

Convert your Nintex templates to 
DOCX, XLSX or PPTX

Run the converted templates

Step 1 Step 2



Pricing

Windward Hub (10 users) Nintex (10 users)

Monthly $600.00 $600.00

Yearly $6,120.00 $7,200.00

W indw a rd
• Hub (Document Automa tion 

Solution)
• Ja ve Engine
• .NET Engine
• RESTful Engine
• SAAS (coming soon)

Nintex
• Document Automa tion Solution



Alternative

● Use Windward for:

○ All new  templa tes

○ Templa tes  requiring subs ta ntia l editing

○ Templa tes  tha t need W indw a rd only fea tures

● Keep Nintex for:

○ All exis ting templa tes  tha t a re fine a s -is

Run W indw a rd & Nintex Side by Side



Thank You
Questions?
+1 (303) 499-2544
sales@windward.net

Resources
Windward Studios website
A Guide to Evaluating DocGen Products
3rd party reviews of Windward vs. Nintex

Next Step
Download & evaluate the Windward Trial

mailto:sales@windward.net
https://www.windwardstudios.com/
https://www.windwardstudios.com/white-papers/a-guide-to-evaluating-document-automation-document-generation-products
https://www.windwardstudios.com/trial/download
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