
Upgrading to Windward
From HotDocs



Saving Time & Money

Crea te  Templa tes  in 
MS W ord

• W indw a rd supports  
templa te  crea tion in W ord, 

Excel, & Pow erPoint

Benefits

• Adding new  functiona lity, like  dra g & drop
• Sa ving you time.  A lot of time.

• Ma king the des ign process  plea sa nt

Big  W ins

• Forms – use Microsoft 
Pow er Pla tform ins tea d

• The W indw a rd Des igner



Forms from Power Platform

• W indw a rd uses  Microsoft Pow er Pla tform for forms.

• An industry s ta nda rd tha t ma ny a lrea dy know  how  to use

• An incredibly ea sy-to-use form builder

• You do not ga in (or lose) a ny s ignifica nt fea tures  or functiona lity.

• Your w in is  us ing a n industry s ta nda rd

• And des igning forms w ill be  fa s ter & ea s ier



The Windward Designer 
Microsoft Office Add-in

W indw a rd is  built a round a n a dd-in to help you pla ce & 
edit the  fie lds  (ta gs  in W indw a rd nomencla ture) in the  
templa te .

The W indw a rd Designer ma kes  a dding a nd revis ing 
ta gs  a  breeze beca use it w orks  on the ta g  in the  
templa te . And w hile  helping to w rite  ea ch ta g , it ca n do 
so in the  context of w here the ta g  is  in the  templa te .

You ca n, from the des igner, a ccess  a ny object in a ny 
da ta source, to use  in the  templa te . And a s  the  des igner 
provides  it, you no longer need to memorize or copy a ll 
the  ma pped fie lds .



Eliminating Da ta source Components

• Elimina te  the  concept of da ta source components .

• Everything is  in the  templa te  including the queries  to 
the  da ta sources .

• Elimina tes  the  need to ha ve DBAs involved in 
templa te  des ign.

• No more going to the components  ea ch time you 
need a nother fie ld .



Drag & Drop Doclets

One (or severa l) users  ca n crea te  content for a  templa te  tha t a re  sa ved off.  Then they or other users  ca n dra g those 
sa ved doclets to drop onto a  templa te .  This  provides  templa te  des igners  a  w a y to crea te  very complex templa tes  
ea s ily by dra gging the needed components .  It a lso e limina tes  repetitive  ta sks .  (In W indw a rd, these a re  ca lled PODs.)

• Any pa rt of a  templa te  you ca n select ca n be sa ved a s  a  POD

• W hen dropping a  POD, the full s tyle  & forma tting is  inserted

• PODs ca n ea s ily be sha red a mong users

• PODs ca n include ta gs  of a ny complexity



Query Wizards

• Your most common a ctivity crea ting templa tes  is  w riting  the queries  to select the  da ta .

• W ith query w iza rds , bus iness  users  ca n w rite  the  query to pull da ta .

• Distinct w iza rds  for: JSON, Oda ta , Sa lesforce, SQL, & XML.

• User selects  da ta  in the  moment – tha t’s  g iga ntic

• No errors  due to typos

• Ea sy to find/get the  da ta  you w a nt

• Argua bly more importa nt, the  des igner unders ta nds  the da ta  a nd then uses  it a ppropria te ly.



Document Automation

• This  is  a ll provided by W indw a rd’s integra tion w ith Pow er Pla tform:
Scheduling

• Triggering (da ta  routing) document genera tion from da ta source a ctivity

• Routing genera ted pa cka ges

• Forms (interview s) to collect da ta

• W ith Pow er Pla tform you ga in:

• Using Microsoft’s  industry s ta nda rd

• Ca n connect W indw a rd to other a pplica tions  to ma ke document a utoma tion pa rt of la rger processes



What Goes Away

Datasource Components
Everything is  in the  templa te

Writing Fields by Hand



HotDocs Only Features

They understand the legal 
field very well

• This is a bad idea in our opinion

You can go from form to template without 
storing the form values in a datasource



Windward Only Features
PODs – drag & drop doclets

• No 3rd party web designer
• Built around native Word charts

Charts (from data)

• Including direct to printers
Output to over 20 file formats

• Headers & footers optionally included
• Child styles & format merged

Imported child templates

Formulas

Document Locking

Process Embedded Office Objects

• Import files using any protocol

Access Providers

• Including standard & custom macros

• Carries Word & Excel locking to output

• Process tags in embedded OpenXML objects

• From multiple datasources

Query data directly in the template



Reasons to 
NOT UPGRADE

● Your HotDocs sys tem is  running fine

○ No new  templa tes  to crea te

○ No templa tes  to revise



Reasons to 
UPGRADE
● You need fa s ter turn-a round

● You w a nt to empow er bus iness  users  to fully 
des ign templa tes

● You need to a ccess  multiple  da ta sources in a  
templa te

● You need the a dva nced fea tures  W indw a rd 
provides

● You need to reduce time progra mmers  spend on 
templa tes

● You need to e limina te  ma pping cha nges  w hen 
documents  need a dditiona l da ta , or you w a nt to 
e limina te  ma pping a ltogether



Steps to Upgrade

• Run W indw a rd’s templa te 
convertor.

• Address  a ny issues  the  
convertor lis ts .

Convert your HotDoc templates to 
DOCX, XLSX, or PPTX

Map the template to the 
datasource in 
Windward Hub

Step 1 Step 2



Alternative

● Use Windward for:

○ All new  templa tes

○ Templa tes  requiring subs ta ntia l editing

○ Templa tes  tha t need W indw a rd only fea tures

● Keep HotDocs for:

○ All exis ting templa tes  tha t a re  fine  a s- is

Run W indw a rd & HotDocs Side by Side



Thank You
Questions?
+1 303 499 2544
sales@windward.net

Resources
Windward Studios website
A Guide to Evaluating DocGen Products
3rd Party Reviews of Windward vs. HotDocs

Next Step
Download & evaluate the Windward Trial

mailto:sales@windward.net
https://www.windwardstudios.com/
https://www.windwardstudios.com/white-papers/a-guide-to-evaluating-document-automation-document-generation-products
https://www.windwardstudios.com/review-and-competitor-landing-pages/hotdocs-vs-windward
https://www.windwardstudios.com/trial/download
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